has republished the earlier two volumes, making a uniform and attractively presented series.
There are twenty chapters in the third volume, ranging from the early days of anaesthesia in America, dwelling for a while on pioneers and early aspects of the art in England, and finishing with a detailed discussion of the Hyderabad Chloroform Commissions.
Each essay is well supported with illustrations and references, a valuable aid to the student of anaesthetic history. Consider the appeal to readers of chapters entitled "The Jump-up-behinder", "Dephlogisticated Air", and "Anaesthetics by a very great surgeon: Schizophrenia in excelsis". Personally I enjoyed especially, "What's in a name?" Here is outlined the investigative process involved in historical research, recording not only the sense of frustration but also the satisfaction of fruition.
In summary, this quality, easily read set of three volumes is highly recommended for an enjoyable insight into the early days of our specialty. There has been an immense amount of new literature on parenteral nutrition over the past three years. Consequently the second edition of this remarkable monograph follows only two years after the release of the original. An extensive revision of the first edition has resulted in a much fatter book. The weight gain has been due to information on recent advances, as well as extra chapters such as those relating to physio-biochemical bases of nutrition, and the metabolic effects of starvation, sepsis, and trauma. Enteral nutrition too, has been expanded with new information on recent studies, feed compositions, and equipment. There is additional information on nutrition substrates, with tables and lists of nutrient variables, minerals, vitamins, trace elements etc. -what you always wanted to know but didn't know where to look! The revision has brought the book very up-to-date. Important new aspects of nutrition are emphasised, such as the possible harm to hypermetabolic patients from large intravenous glucose loads quite contrary to the preachings of previous years. The references are now quite extensive, and even dated to February 1982! A novel approach to a sample regimen is tried by providing a scenario in which the authors are requested to feed a ward patient. Heavy dialogue scenes between Dr. Philips and ward staff then illustrate the principles of the book (and Dr. Philips' undoubted patience).
The second edition, although no longer a slim companion, still provides a practical commonsense approach to nutritional care, but with more authority.
The format using multiple short chapters is retained thus maintaining easy readability. Although rapid publication was achieved by typesetting from a word processor, the new print (especially the italics) is less friendly to the eye. Overall it is an excellent book -useful, factual and good value. Every clinician involved in caring for sick patients is urged to buy one. 
